200-year anniversary of John Wiley & Sons

Dear Readers
In 1806 the creator of the Brooklyn Bridge, Johann August
Röbling, was born as the son of a tobacco producer in
Mühlhausen/Thuringia, Germany. One year later Charles
Wiley opened a print shop in Manhattan, from which the
publishing house John Wiley & Sons, New York, emerged
in 1875. The founder’s son, after whom the publishing
house is named, shaped its
fortunes during the 19th
century. Meanwhile, the
„Hütte“ engineers’ handbook published by Ernst &
Korn (today Ernst & Sohn)
150 years ago became the
most successful publication
of its kind in the Germanspeaking region and was
translated in many languages. Around the middle of
the 19th century Wiley had
already made literary history. Authors such as Cooper,
Poe, Melville, Hugo, AnJohn Wiley (1808–1891)
dersen, Browning, Dickens
and Ruskin published important works with Wiley. At the time of the ceremonial
opening of the Brooklyn Bridge in 1883, John Wiley &
Sons was about to move into the top group of publishers
for engineering literature in the USA, under the influence
of William Halsted Wiley. During the last century John
Wiley & Sons continued on its path, although in the 1920s
the focus shifted towards natural sciences. Nevertheless,
literature for engineers and technical scientists is still one
of John Wiley & Sons’ main programme segments.
What does the company Ernst & Sohn, established in
1851 in Berlin as „Verlag für Architektur und technische
Wissenschaften“ (publishers for architecture and technical sciences) have in common with John Wiley & Sons?
Both companies are successful family enterprises that
were driven by outstanding publishing personalities who
shaped the structural and civil engineering literature of
their respective countries. At John Wiley & Sons it was
William Halsted Wiley who took over the management in
1891, at Ernst & Sohn it was the 26-year-old Georg Ernst
who took the helm in 1906. In common with his US-American publisher colleague, Georg Ernst focused his publis-

hing house on civil engineering, against a background of a
revolution in the construction sector caused by concrete
as a building material at the start of the 20th century. This
was the time when the „Beton- und Stahlbetonbau“ (concrete and reinforced concrete construction) journal (formerly „Beton und Eisen“ – concrete and iron) was established in 1901, and the „Beton-Kalender“ (concrete handbook) in 1906. The Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute quite
rightly refers to its former civil engineering student, William
Halsted Wiley, as a „Giant of Scientific and Technical Publishing“. In 1925 the technical university of Gdansk awarded
Georg Ernst the title of Dr.-Ing. e. h. in recognition of his
contribution to engineering literature. He was the first
German specialist publisher to be awarded this sought-after
honorary title.
During the first two decades of the last century the
bridge engineer Josef Melan (1853–1941) published with
both Ernst & Sohn and John Wiley & Sons. As Röbling before him, Melan shaped the development of bridge engineering in the US. David B. Steinman (1886—1960) translated Melan’s bridge construction book into English and
independently developed it further into the standard textbook for suspension bridge construction, which he published with Wiley in 1929. Othmar Ammann (1879–1965)
and Steinman are the masters of classic modern bridge engineering.
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After World War 2 John
Wiley & Sons gradually
developed into a global
science publishing house.
With the acquisition in
1961 of Intersciences Publishers, established in 1940
by Maurits Dekker (1899–
1995) and Eric S. Proskauer, Wiley laid the foundations for its undisputed
leading position among
chemistry publishers. ProsEric S. Proskauer
kauer took his PhD in
(1903–1991)
physical chemistry at the
Ostwald Institute at Leipzig University, gathered editorial experience at Akademische Verlagsgesellschaft in Leipzig, went into exile in 1937,
and organised publishing opportunities for emigrated
scientists in the USA that culminated in the establishment
of Intersciences Publishers. When he retired from Wiley in
1973 he summarised his publishing career in the USA as
follows: „I started my career by bringing German chemistry to the United States, and I am finishing it by bringing
American chemistry to German universities!“
Back to Ernst & Sohn: In 1983 the family enterprise
became absorbed by Verlag Chemie (VCH), established by
the chemical industry in 1921. After German reunification
VCH integrated the physics range of the Berlin-based
Akademie-Verlag, which had been the leading science publishing house in the former GDR. Eleven years ago, the
listed family enterprise John Wiley & Sons, New York, acquired Verlag Chemie (VCH), and with it Ernst & Sohn
and its „physics sister“, today called WILEY-VCH, Berlin.
Wiley thus became the top-ranking chemistry publisher

worldwide. The German mother company, WILEY-VCH, is
based in Weinheim/Bergstraße, the birthplace of Friedrich
Engesser (1848—1931), who was a pioneer of structural
theory and steel and bridge construction and published
extensively with Ernst & Sohn.

Imprint of Ernst & Sohn, and 200-year anniversary
imprint of John Wiley & Sons

The integration of Ernst & Sohn into John Wiley &
Sons, the 200-year-old traditional publishing house with a
modern outlook, ensures a secure future for the publishing of
high-calibre and pertinent technical literature – by structural
engineers for structural engineers – on a global scale. All
Ernst & Sohn staff will do their best when it comes to consolidating, communicating and disseminating technical information for your benefit. We will accompany yourwork as a reliable partner and effectively provide you with sound professional knowledge – in short: You can always count on us.
Yours truly,

Dr.-Ing. Karl-Eugen Kurrer
Ernst & Sohn publishers
A Wiley Company

